
The Genus Natrix in the Collection of the 
Raffles Museum and its Distribution in the Malay 
Peninsula . 1 

By C. P. J. de Haas 

Thr °ui?h the kindness of Lt.-Col. C. Archey, Officer in charge 
and Archives under the British Military 

, A r dl ^!!, 1 L ra 0 H m T?y ayi \'r 1 was able to exa ™ine the collection 
I snakes in the Raffles Museum. My thanks are also due to 

, Ur - H * Corner and Mr. W. Birtwistle for assistance and 

!n S tnv a ! ty \i t0 m 1 \v 1, 4’ ^handy, the temporary librarian, and 
advice t0 Ml "‘ M ’ W * Tweetlle for his helpful criticism and 

!• •*. j an ex ''P r *soner-of-war in a transit camp my leisure was 
limited and the length of my stay in Singapore uncertain. For 
this re ason I confined my studies to the genus Natrix, which 
is one of the best represented in the collection. 

Thirteen species arc known from the Malay Peninsula. 
Boulenger included in 1912 in his “Fauna of the Malay 
Peninsula only seven, viz. Natrix trianguligera, chrysarga, inas, 
piscator, submimata, viaculata and stoluta 

In his supplement to this list in 1930, Malcolm Smith added 
lour species, viz. Matrix conspicillata, sarawacensis, nigrocincta 
and groundwateri. Hereafter Smedley records in 1931 Natrix 
petersi and describes the following year a new one, obtained from 
the Cameron Highlands, as Natrix sanguined. 

Only eight of the thirteen species are represented in the 
collection by Malayan specimens. Of N. subminiata all the 
specimens are from Java, two nigrocincta are from Lower Burma 
and one stolata from Hongkong. N. groundwateri and N. 
petersi are not in the collection. 

Natrix trianguligeru (Boie). p. 84, 85. 

The ventrals of No's 1, 4, 8, 10 and 11 have a brown colour, 
very different from the normal white or yellowish white. 

I robably due to an unknown preservative, No. 4 has an unusually 
blunt tail, with result a very low number of subcaudals. The 
Kelantan specimen has the ventrals lined with black as in 
piscator, the Tropidonotus umbratus of Cantor. Almost the 
whole senes from Pulau Gallang consists of full grown specimens 
of a very dark colour, the lateral triangular pattern is however 
very' distinct, whic h in Java adults is hardly ever the case. 

*• The territory from Singapore to'the Isthmus of Kru. 
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Natrix triangvliyera is the only species of which, on the 
basis of the Raffles collection and literature, it can be said that 
it is distributed throughout the whole Peninsula. Half of the 
States are represented in the collection by one or more specimens, 
whilst Penang is mentioned by Gunther and Province Wellesley 
by Stoliczka, though in my opinion the latter is doubtful. There 
remain only the States of Selangor, Perak, Kedah and further 
Province Wellesley and the Dindings. It is probably only a 
coincidence, that they form a continuous area. 


Natrix maculata (Edeling). p. 86. 

Only four States are represented in this series, the most 
northern boundary being about 60 latitude. Malacca is 
mentioned by Boulenger. 

Natrix inas (Laidlaw). p. 87. 

The known distribution of this, endemic species is rather 
small. It was collected for the first time during the Skeat expedi¬ 
tion by one of its members on Gunong Inas in the State of Perak 
and described by Laidlaw in 1901. After fifteen years Smith 
mentioned it from the Nakon Sritamarat Mountains in S. Siam. 
Those in the Raffles Museum all came from the Cameron 
Highlands, about 60 miles S. E. from the type-locality. 

For No. 1 Smedley gives the number of 73 for the subcaudals, 
but as the tip of the tail is missing, I did not fill in any number. 

Natrix chrysarga chrysarga (Schlegel). p. 88, 89. 

The specimens from Pahang, Pahang/Selangor boundary, 
Perak and those from the Mentawei Islands, the Anamba Islands 
and one from Tjibodas have on the parietals, near the median 
line, a little white spot. . 

From Mt. Kinabalu there is a good series, collected by Chasen 
and Pendlebury during their expedition to that region in 1J~J. 
All the specimens have a tendency to melanism. They are very 
dark on the back with little coloration. The round yellow lateral 
spots are entirely absent and the short lateral black bands are 
very indistinct. The ventrals have also on the posterior half 
many more blackish spots than usual, so that the dark colour 
predominates. The subcaudals are even darker. Remarkable is 
the small range of the ventrals (145-151) for that district; on 
the whole the specimens from the Malay Peninsula and Irora 
Java have a much higher number. 

The specimens from Maxwells Hill have very light ventrals 
with only a few spots. Dorsally they are light brown with a 
distinct pattern. 

Mus. 19, 1949. [ 79 ] 
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Of No. 27, Smedley mentioned its big size, total length 765 
mm., but the tip of the tail is missing, otherwise it would have 
been a little longer. 

No. 24 was caught in the act of swallowing a specimen of 
hhacophvriLS leucomystax (determ. Smedley), so it was not 
possible to count the sublabials. 

For this well known species only a few States of the Malay 
Peninsula are represented in the collection. It is unfortunate 
that in many cases the altitude is not mentioned, as it is of interest 
to establish whether the species is a mountain form, replaced in • 
the lowlands by N. submimata. 1 My experience in Java suggests 
that it frequents shady places more than subminiatu does. 
During seven years residence on a tea estate at alt. 700 m. 1 
never saw it, though Submiuiata was common; on another estate, 
situated much higher, ckrysarga was common, being taken twice 
as frequently as subminiatu. 

Natrix sanguinea Smedley. p. 90. 

ir- J hia , V® 68 was first recorded in 1931 from the Cameron 
Highlands by Smedley, since when No's 1, 2 and 3 have been 
obtained from the same locality. No. 4 was preserved with the 
ckrysarga material, but its label bore no name. It is a juvenile 
and somewhat damaged, so that with the apparatus at my disposal 
I could not examine the temporals and sublabials, but it is 
clearly identical with the specimen collected by Lowe. It was * 
Liken in the Gombak Valley in Selangor on 11 September, 1926 by 
C. Dover, at an altitude of 1,500 feet, far lower than the type 
locality. Another juvenile, from the Cameron Highlands 
menu lied with a query as N. mas is undoubtedly sanguinea. 

The Selangor specimen provides the first record of this 
species at any but the type locality. 

Natrix conspicillata (Gunther), p. 91. 

The Museum possesses only two specimens of Natrix 
conspicillata from the Malay Peninsula, one from Perak (1925) 
and the second from Trengganu (1893), the others being from 
Borneo. 

Kloss records in 1915 a specimen from the Selangor/Pahang 
boundary (alt. 2,000 ft.) and Tweedie mentions another one 
obtained at Sungai Siput, Perak, (1936). 

Natrix sarawacensis (Gunther), p. 92. 

This species, discovered in Borneo in 1871, was first recorded 
liom the Peninsula by Kloss in 1915, when a specimen was 
collected on Mt. Menuang C asing on the Pahang/Selangor. 

l * Most oi Malayan localities for chryearga for which the altitude 
is not given are m the lowlands.— Ed. 
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boundary. Since then it has been taken occasionally in the 
Cameron Highlands between alt. 4,500—5,000 ft. and as it has 
never been found lower than 2,100 ft., and most often at an 
altitude of 3,000-4,500 ft. and even higher (near the top of Mt. 
Murud, Borneo), one mav suppose that sarawacensis is mountain 
form and probably only frequents deep jungle. 

No. 2 was in a rather bad state and could not be examined 
with a hand lens, which was all I had at my disposal. 

Natrix piscator (Schneider), p. 93. 

Of this very common snake there were only three specimens 
in the collection, of which only one is from ‘the Peninsula. In 
spite of this and the few records I found in literature, it is hard 
to believe, that -piscator is a rare snake in these territories. Most 
probably it will be, as is often the case in museums, that the most 
common creatures are the least represented. 

Apart from Penang, it is only known from Singapore and 
Alor Star (Kedah). Stoliczka must have found this snake in 
collections he obtained from Penang and Province Wellesley, but 
the information is rather vague. Laidlaw records it from S. 
Siam, where it was secured during the Skeat expedition, but gives 
no exact locality. It would be of considerable interest to collect 
more data in order to get a clearer view of the distribution of 
piscator in this area. 

No. 1 is of normal coloration fVar. B.) No. 2 lacks the dorsal 
spots, only the lateral series are distinct. The Hongkong speci¬ 
men is of a greyish white without any pattern, only the black 
streak behind the eye and another on the neck are present. 

Natrix subminiata subminiata (Schlegel). p. 94. 

Although there were no peninsular specimens in the 
collection, this is another species which might be expected not to 
be rare in Malaya. There are records in the literature from 
Singapore, Penang and Perak, and Laidlaw records the species 
from Biserat, the capital of Jala in Patani, Peninsular Siam, 
taken on the Skeat expedition. 

The specimens from Java were all of the normal coloration. 


Natrix stolata (L.). 
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One specimen from Hongkong is in the collection. Boulenger 
records Penang and Singapore, but Smith (1943, p. 304) throws 
doubt on these records and states that he * " - • - 


uouoi on tnese records and states that he is “unable to find any 
authentic proof that this snake occurs in Southern Indo China 
or in any part of the Malayan subregion". 


It has never been found in Java or Sumatra and the record 
liom Borneo is dubious; J consider that there a ref good grounds 
tor deleting it from the Malayan fauna. 

Matrix nigrocincta (Blyth). 


Temp. 


Burma, Mullwnn, 
1/laOM cull, A. U. Ma- 
cliutiu 

Drill. 


The Southern boundry of the distribution of this species just 
enters the area discussed here in the Isthmus of Kra, where it 
was obtained by Robinson and Kloss at Tasan, Tapli and 
Chum porn. 

Ihe two specimens in the collection, from Lower Burma, 
vary rather markedly in their number of postoculars and labials 
i rom the type-specimen. The number of the temporals in the 
second row is also higher than stated by Smith for his Malayan 
specimen. 

Matrix murudensis Smith, p. 95. 

This rare Bornean snake is represented in the collection by 
two specimens from Mt. Kinabalu. Both were probably nearing 
tlieir sloughing period because the colours were very dull. 

The body was dark brown with distinct black spots on the 
back. On the nape, a very vague white cross band. -The ventrals 
on the first part of the body light grey, becoming darker 
posteriorly, with small black spots, most distinct on the sides, as 
in chrysarga. Labials and throat yellow. In living animals 
they are vermilion, as is the spot on the neck. 

The female had on one side a little triangular shield wedged 
m between the 7th and 8th supralabial, with the apex downward, 
but not reaching the border of the lip. The male had only five 
sublabials in contact with the anterior chin-shields. 

This species must certainly be a mountain form as it was 
collected by Mjoberg between 5,500-7,000 ft. on Mt. Murud, while 
Chasen and Pendlebury secured one at an altitude of 8,000 ft. 
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Natrix flavifrons (Boulenger). 
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The juvenile specimen is of an even brown colour, only the 
lower series of white spots on the fore part of the body being 
distinct. In lepidosis it rather dilFers from the type, in having 
only seven supralabials and four sublabials in contact with the 
anterior chin-shields. The specimen collected by Chosen and 
Pendlebury is dark grey with a black network. Both series of 
white spots are distinct, the upper ones, on the sixth scale row, 
are much smaller than the lower ones, which are situated on the 
outer scale row and extend onto the ventrals. These are marbled 
with black, which colour posteriorly predominates. Head 
blackish grey, marbled with the characteristic bright yellow band 
on the snout. 

The Sarawak specimen had a dull greyish brown colour, 
most probably it was near its sloughing period. The series of 
white spots are only seen on the anterior part of the body. This 
male specimen had two preoculars on both sides. 


Natrix chrysargoidcs (Gunther). 
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This specimen has the normal coloration Of a juvenile. 


Natrix vittata (L.). p. 95. 

Of this very common Java species three specimens are 
present, all of them of normal coloration. The first one varies 
only in its number of postoculars on the left side, having two 
instead of three shields; while the last one has only two temporals 
in the second row. 

Stoliczka records it from a collection he got from Penang 
and Province Wellesley. It is doubtful if they were collected in 
those places; in any case, Smith does not place the'species on his 
list of the Malay Peninsula. 


Mus. 19, 1949. 
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Nafrix sarawacensis (GUnther). 
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Nutrix species «is distributed in the Malay Peninsula according 
to the Collection in the Raffles Museum and literature 
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>• Represented in the collection. 
— Recorded in literature. 
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